
Session 1: Wednesday, September 18, 2024, 12:00pm

Session 2: Friday, September 20, 2024, 07:30am

Equity Advisory Group
Equity Lens Session

SpoCanopy & NCIF Update

September 2024 | https://www.myavista.com/ceta



Agenda
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Topic Topic Owner

Welcome, introductions overview of the meeting: rules and intent Amber Lenhart

Partner Shares Partners

SpoCanopy TBD

NCIF Update Ana Matthews And Kristine Meyer

Wrap-up and Adjourn Dan Blazquez



Introductions

❑ Name

❑ Pronouns

❑ Organization or community
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(she/her/hers)



Today’s Equity Lens Session - September 2024
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EAG Equity Lens Session Meeting Goals:

1. Review of SpoCanopy

2. Update on NCIF

SpoCanopy &

NCIF Update
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Rules for Engagement

❑ Encouraged to actively participate in discussions

❑ Each member will be provided time to speak

❑ Healthy and civil debate is encouraged

❑ Members should be open to new ideas and concepts

❑ Respectful of differing opinions

❑ Collectively, the group should strive to align varying 
options (e.g., identify shared goals for different 
perspectives)

Equity Advisory Group 6



Partner Shares
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❑ Upcoming relevant community events or opportunities

❑ Pressing issues facing our community or a need someone might be able to address

❑  Challenges your organization is facing (especially around equity)



The Lands Council

SpoCanopy
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Title Layout
Subtitle



Our Programs and 
Community 
Involvements



Equity Advisory Group 11



Equity Advisory Group 12



Equity Advisory Group 13



Equity Advisory Group 14



Equity Advisory Group 15



SpoCanopy 

A community-driven program to equitably increase the urban canopy in 
Spokane, WA



SpoCanopy Cool Canopy

City of 

Spokane 

Spokane 

County









Trees as a measure of equity 



Median Income and Canopy Coverage 



*Shading Indicates Degree of Canopy Cover



Population living in poverty 



Quick history:  What is redlining?

Systemic denial of services and resources to certain 

communities and neighborhoods either by direct removal, 

denial of resources  or sudden increase of prices. 







Red pins on the map depict 15 of Spokane County’s 19 

confirmed heat-related deaths during the 2021 Heat Dome, 

others occurred within the county, but outside of the image 

extent or lacked a location in the release from the Medical 

Examiner. 



SpoCanopy’s goal is to equitably increase 
urban canopy by planting street trees in 
low canopy, low-income neighborhoods 



SpoCanopy – Expo Forest 

50 years ago, Expo ‘74 planners 

built Riverfront Park, planting 

trees for future generations to 

appreciate. Today, any mature 

tree you see in Riverfront Park 

was a part of the planting effort 

50 years ago. 



SpoCanopy Expo-Forest 

Before Expo ‘74 After Expo ‘74



SpoCanopy Expo-Forest 



SpoCanopy Expo-Forest 



Any guesses on how many trees we planted? 

421 Ponderosa Pine (plus an undetermined amount of 

Rocky Mountain Juniper) seedlings

70 Ponderosa Pines (larger stock)

70 Western Larch

40 Austrian Pine

36 Autumn Brilliance Apple Serviceberry

35 Espresso Kentucky Coffee tree

35 Harvest Gold Linden

20 Forest Green Italian Oak

20 Honey Locust

12 English Oak

10 Norway Maple

8 Douglas Fir

3 Emerald Sunshine Elms

2 Eastern Redbuds

782!!!



Let’s continue the SpoCanopy Expo Forest! 



How to get involved 

● Donate to keep this program growing!

● Volunteer and plant trees

○ October 18th – SpoCanopy 

○ October 19th – Cool Canopy

● Share this opportunity with community 
members, put us in touch with people that 
may want to  plant.

● Contact Us: LandsCouncil.org

jbrant@landscouncil.org

aparrish@landscouncil.org

mailto:apparich@landscouncil.org


Ana Mathews - Avista Senior Energy Efficiency Program Mgr. 
Kristine Meyer  - Community Invest & Foundation Mgr. 

Named Communities Investment 
Fund (NCIF) Update
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Named Communities Investment Fund 
▪ Specific Action dedicated to the equitable 

distribution of energy and non-energy 
benefits and reduction in burdens to 
Named Communities

▪ Funding is limited to 1% or approximately 
$5M of electric revenues, annually
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$2M 

Supplement Energy 
Efficiency

$1M

Investments in 
Distribution 
Resiliency

$1M 

Incentives & Grants 
for customers or third 

parties

$500,000

Outreach & 
Engagement

$500,000

Other Projects, 
Programs or 

Initiatives

Community Identified 
Projects

Multifamily Building Split 
Incentive 

Health & Safety for 
Manufactured & Mobile 

Homes

Named Community 
Single Family 

Weatherization

Community & Small 
Business Energy 

Efficiency

40% or up to $2M 

Supplement and support energy efficiency 

efforts targeted to Named Communities



EAG NCIF Prioritization 

Rank Initiatives 

1 Focus efforts on improving energy efficiency (and EE awareness/education) for schools, 

community centers, and other places where Named Communities spend time

1 Focus efforts on improving energy efficiency for Spokane Tribe partners

2 Improve energy efficiency in multi-family and mobile home communities

3 Increase tree canopy and shade in Named Communities (consider tradeoffs with solar)

3 Increase access to energy efficient products and appliances for Named Communities

4 Increase awareness of and engagement in energy efficiency programs while also meeting 

whole-house needs through community-based partnerships and referrals to services

5 Set aside funds to match for energy efficiency grant applications for community organizations 

and tribal partners (could have higher feasibility)

6 Focus efforts on improving energy efficiency for community members without stable housing 

(consider including with other initiatives)



Factors for NCIF Consideration
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Equity

▪ Affordability

▪ Access to Clean Energy

▪ Community Development

▪ Energy Security

▪ Environmental

▪ Public Health  

Implementation Plan 

Specific Actions

▪ Community Identified Project

▪ Multifamily Building Split 
Incentive

▪ Health & Safety for 
manufactured and mobile home

▪ Single Family Weatherization

▪ Community Energy Assistance

▪ Small Business Energy 
Assistance 

Customer Benefit 

Indicators

(1) Participation in Company 

Programs 

(2) Number of households with a 
High Energy Burden (>6%) 

(3) Availability of Methods/Modes 
of Outreach and 

Communication 

(4) Transportation Electrification 

(5) Named Community Clean 
Energy 

(6) Investments in Named 
Communities 

(7) Energy Availability 

(8) Energy Generation Location 

(9) Residential arrearages and 
disconnects for nonpayment

(10) Outdoor Air Quality 

(11) Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

(12) Employee Diversity 

(13) Supplier Diversity 

(14) Indoor Air Quality

Equity Advisory Group 
Initiatives 

Energy Efficiency in Named 
Communities

(1) Improved awareness and 
energy efficiency for Spokane 
Tribe, multi-family and 
manufactured homes

(2) Increased Tree Canopy

(3)Increased access to products 
and appliances

(4) Increased awareness and 
engagement in EE programs

(5) Matching funds for EE grant 
applications

(6) Improved EE for those without 
stable housing   

and Non-Energy Benefits

Company 
Programs

Community 
Identified EE 

Projects



Energy Efficiency 

Residential Homes

Affordable housing window 

replacement 

SNAP Pine Villa affordable housing

Heat Pumps for low-income 

homeownership program 

Window and slider replacement at 

affordable housing 

Replacement of HVAC housing for 

urban poor
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Buildings

Nonprofit energy efficiency 

upgrades Education Building

Spokane Tribe Audits

Corner laundry for unhoused 

individuals

Health & Safety for 

Manufactured Homes

KW Energy duct sealing 

Weatherization improvements at 

manufactured/mobile home parks

Workforce Development

Community Action Agency 

Workforce Development Training 

Resiliency 

Spokane County Community Center

Rural community Town Hall & Community 

Center

Rural town water supply

Combined

Window replacement for church

Renovation of Food Bank serving 

rural community

Mini-splits for community center in 

Whitman County

Programs 

Multi-Family – deep retrofits

Community Projects

Tree Plotter software subscription

Air conditioner distribution by community action 

and aging & long-term care organizations

Medical Equipment battery backup pilot

Clean air in school educational project

Tree Planting in Spokane County

Workforce Development

Job training program for women

Workforce and non-profit career development for 

unhoused individuals

Lighting Upgrades

Rural School District and Church

Nonprofit owned and operated 

ice arena

Food Bank

Homeless Shelter

Community & Resiliency

Investments in Named Communities, Inception through August 2024

Outreach & Engagement 

Projects for multi-lingual and planning for 

underserved customer engagement



NCIF for Rural Food Banks

Energy efficiency upgrade transforms rural foodbank (myavista.com)

https://www.myavista.com/connect/articles/2024/06/energy-efficiency-upgrade-transforms-rural-foodbank


Community & 
Energy Efficiency 
NCIF Stories online

▪ Avista helps Lands Council plant 
hundreds of trees in Spokane | Avista 
Connections (myavista.com)

▪ Spokane mother finds stability and 
homeownership with community support 
(myavista.com)

▪ Say goodbye to leaky ductwork | Avista 
Connections (myavista.com)

▪ From homeless to hopeful 
(myavista.com)

New story shared each month!

https://www.myavista.com/connect/articles/2024/06/branching-out-avista-helps-lands-council-plant-hundreds-of-trees
https://www.myavista.com/connect/articles/2024/06/branching-out-avista-helps-lands-council-plant-hundreds-of-trees
https://www.myavista.com/connect/articles/2024/06/branching-out-avista-helps-lands-council-plant-hundreds-of-trees
https://www.myavista.com/connect/articles/2024/09/village-cohousing-works
https://www.myavista.com/connect/articles/2024/09/village-cohousing-works
https://www.myavista.com/connect/articles/2024/09/village-cohousing-works
https://www.myavista.com/connect/articles/2024/05/say-goodbye-to-leaky-ductwork
https://www.myavista.com/connect/articles/2024/05/say-goodbye-to-leaky-ductwork
https://www.myavista.com/connect/articles/2024/04/from-homeless-to-hopeful
https://www.myavista.com/connect/articles/2024/04/from-homeless-to-hopeful


▪ Non-profit committed to affordable homeownership for those in need

▪ House placement in homeowners’ cooperative, resident owned community 

▪ Rebate package 

▪ Benefits to home buyer in reduced home costs and high efficiency home

NCIF for Affordable Housing & Energy



Water during critical events Community Center Solar

NCIF for Rural Community Resilience



Thank you~



Thank you!
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Avista Clean Energy 
Future Newsletter:  

Click Here 
Clickable link that will take you to the Avista Quarterly Clean Energy Implementation Plan Newsletter signup.

https://cloud.ask.myavista.com/CEIP-Newsletter-Signup


Next EAG Equity Lens Session Meetings
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Wednesday, October 23rd 

Afternoon: 12pm – 1:30pm

Friday, October 25th 

Morning: 7:30am to 9:00am

Amber Lenhart
amber@sip-nw.org 

509.475.9575

Dan Blazquez

Dan.Blazquez@avistacorp.com 

509.495.7685

mailto:Ana.Matthews@avistacorp.com


Clean Energy Transformation Act (CETA) Resources
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Resource Link Description

Washington’s Clean Energy Future Avista page for CETA related activities

Clean Energy Transformation Act Clean Energy Transformation Act - 

Chapter 19.405 RCW Laws and Regulations: Revised Code of Washington Investor-owned utilities

Chapter 480-100 WAC Laws and Regulations: Washington Administrative Code Investor-owned utilities

WA Energy Strategy Washington State Energy Strategy

CETA Overview CETA overview and interim assessment

https://www.myavista.com/about-us/washingtons-clean-energy-future
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/ceta/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=19.405
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=480-100
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/2021-state-energy-strategy/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/ceta/ceta-overview/
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